
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 2 December 2010] 

 p9781a-9781a 
Hon Kate Doust; Hon Peter Collier 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION AND  
FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY — HAZARD MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

1047. Hon KATE DOUST to the minister representing the Minister for Emergency Services:  

I refer to the recommendations in “A Review Of The Ability Of The Department Of Environment And 
Conservation Western Australia To Manage Major Fires”, which was released in September 2010, and to the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority’s “Major Incident Review of Toodyay Fire December 2009”, which was 
released in August 2010.  

(1) Why is it that the recommendation that a specific hazard management agency be prescribed for bushfire 
has not been acted upon? 

(2) Has the recommended memorandum of understanding signed by the chief executives of the Department 
of Environment and Conservation and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority setting out the joint 
commitment between the two agencies been executed; and, if not, why not? 

(3) What measures has the minister taken to ensure agency interoperability between FESA and DEC 
improves and the systemic problems identified in both reports no longer exist and do not pose a 
potential risk for future firefighting operations? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

The minister has replied as follows. I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) As per the state emergency management committee resolution of 21 September 2010, the Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia, or FESA, is prescribed as the hazard management 
agency for fire—response—for the whole of the state effective from Friday, 4 December 2010. 

(2)–(3) In February 2010, under my direction as Minister for Emergency Services, I established the interagency 
bushfire management committee, IBMC. The committee is chaired by FESA and representation 
includes FESA, the Department of Environment and Conservation, the Western Australian Local 
Government Association, and the bushfire consultative committee. 

The functions of the committee are to provide a mechanism to ensure that the fire agencies operate 
under consistent policies, plans and procedures; examine opportunities and initiatives to improve 
interagency cooperation and interaction including resourcing, training and technology; and examine 
opportunities for whole-of-government efficiencies and collaboration in bushfire management. 

Five subcommittees have been established to support the work of the IBMC in the following primary 
streams: the bushfire research subcommittee, the fire operations subcommittee, the fuel load 
management subcommittee, the training subcommittee and the aerial suppression subcommittee. 

 


